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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, ID 

SUBJECT: PROSECUTION DEMANDS 20- YEAR SENTENCE FOR SAWITO 

REF: JAKARTA 4692 

1 . FOLLOWING A COURT DECISION APRIL 17 THAT NO MORE WITNESSES 
WOULD BE CALLED TO TESTIFY IN THE TRIAL OF SAWITO KARTOWI- 
BOWO FOR CONSPIRING TO OUST PRESIDENT SUHARTO, THE PROSECU- 
TION PRESENTED ITS DEMAND MAY 1 FOR A FINDING OF GUILTY AND 
A SENTENCE OF 20 YEARS IMPRISONMENT. PROSECUTOR MAPIGAU 
NOTED THAT SAWITO COULD RECEIVE THE DEATH PENALTY, LIFE IM- 
PRISONMENT, OR 20 YEARS ON SUBVERSION CHARGES, AND ALTHOUGH 
THE ONLY MITIGATING CIRCUMSTANCE IN HIS CASE WAS THE FACT 
THAT HE HAD NEVER BEFORE BEEN CONVICTED OF A CRIME, THE PRO- 
SECUTION WAS TASKING FOR THE LIGHTEST SENTENCE. 

2. MAPIGAU ALLEGED THAT THE DEFENDENT HAD USED MYSTICISM 
AS A CLOAK IN HIS DECEPTION OF RELIGIOUS LEADERS AND FORMER 
VICE PRESIDENT HATTA, PERSUADING THEM TO APPROVE HIS CRI- 
TICISMS OF THE SUHARTO REGIME. MOREOVER, HE STATED, SAWITO 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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DISSEMINATED LIES ABOUT THE PRESIDENT AND HIS FAMILY, LIES 
WHICH WERE PROVEN FALSE BY THE HUNDREDS OF LETTERS SENT TO 
THE PEOPLE'S CONSULTATIVE ASSEMBLY (MPR) SUPPORTING 
SUHARTO'S RE-ELECTION, AND BY THE FACT THAT HE WAS THE ONLY 
CANDIDATE FOR THE PRESIDENCY. 

3. SAWITO APPEARED UNRUFFLED BY THE CHARGES, AND ASKED FOR 
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FOUR WEEKS TO PREPARE HIS FINAL PLEA. THE COURT AGREED TO 
THREE WEEKS, WITH THE NEXT SESSION TO BE HELD MAY 22. 
MASTERS 
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